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“These youthful players are helping form classical music’s future.  Long may they ECCO.” 

Washington Post 

 

“The youthful vigor of the group created a kind of heat that took the music-making to a higher or 

deeper place.”  Philadelphia Inquirer 

  

New York, NY  -  On January 7, 2012 the East Coast Chamber Orchestra (ECCO) a group ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ 

vibrant and gifted young string players, will release a new recording of fresh takes on some of the most popular 

and compelling music from three different centuries.  The virtuosity and spirit of the music-making on their self-

titled debut album of beloved works by Tchaikovsky, Shostakovich and Geminiani on the eOne label shows why 

some of the top young solo, chamber and orchestral musicians in the country take time from their 'day jobs' to 

come together a few times a year to make music. 

 

ABOUT ECCO: 

In 2001, a group of musicians ς colleagues and friends from leading conservatories and music festivals across the 

country collectively ς envisioned the creation of a democratically-run, self-conducted chamber orchestra that 

would thrive on the pure joy and camaraderie of classical music-making.   This organic approach and high level 
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of passion and commitment resulted in ECCO, a dynamic collective that combines the strength and power of a 

great orchestral ensemble with the personal involvement and sensitivity of superb chamber music.   9//hΩǎ 

ŘŜōǳǘǎ ƛƴ ǾŜƴǳŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ¢ƻǿƴ Iŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ YŜƴƴŜŘȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ƛǘǎ Ǉƻsition as one of the 

Ƴƻǎǘ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜƴǎŜƳōƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŦǊŜǎƘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŎƻǳǇƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ 

joyous playing, earn them standing ovations and re-engagements. The New York Times Ƙŀǎ ǎŀƛŘ ƻŦ 9//hΣ ά¢ƘŜ 

sound of the ensemble ƳƛȄŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƘŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘǊƛƴƎ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƻǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀΩǎ ǿŀǊƳǘƘ 

ŀƴŘ ƘŜŦǘΦέ 

ECCO is comprised of soloists, chamber musicians, members of major American orchestras, and GRAMMY 

award winners.  ECCO members play with the symphony orchestras of Philadelphia, Los Angeles, San Francisco, 

Chicago, and Boston among others.  Members also play with the Daedalus, Enso, Jasper, Johannes, Jupiter, 

Parker, and Ying Quartets, as well as the Eroica Trio, Trio Cavatina, Sejong Soloists, Time for Three and 

Chamber Music Society II.  For a few concentrated periods of time each year, the members of ECCO meet for 

rehearsal and musical exploration.  Cooking, eating, and enjoying close friendships are always an important 

aspect of ECCO gatherings. Along with musical exploration, there is always an intense discussion to be had about 

the joys and challenges of maintaining a truly communal creative organization. "I inevitably come away from 

9//h ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǊŜƛƴǾƛƎƻǊŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘΣέ ǎŀȅǎ bŜƭǎƻƴ [ŜŜΣ Ǿƛƻƭƛƴƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Jupiter Quartet.  άL ƭŜŀǊƴ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ 

Ƴȅ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦέ 5ŀƴ aŎ5ƻƴƻǳƎƘ ŀƎǊŜŜǎΣ άIt is a pleasure 

ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ Řŀƛƭȅ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ƭƛǾŜǎΦέ  

ABOUT THE ALBUM: 

ά[ŀ Cƻƭƭƛŀέ makes ECCO shine; Tchaikovsky's Serenade lets it soar; and Shostakovich's Sinfonia forces it to 

ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΣέ says ECCO member Raman Ramakrishnan, cellist of the Daedalus 

Quartet.  ά¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴ ensemble capable of expressing everything from the giddiest joy to 

the most desolate pain, from coquettish gestures to savage attacks.  At times, a single player in the rear of a 

section instigates the subtlest color change; at other times, every member of the group joins together to form a 

many-bowed behemoth that pǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ŀ ǎƘŜŜǊ ǿŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǎƻǳƴŘΦέ 

 

9//hΩǎ ŘŜōǳǘ ŀƭōǳƳ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ŎƘŀƛƪƻǾǎƪȅΩǎ passionate Serenade for Strings in C Major, in which the listener 

is drawn into a deep, varied, and lush sound world.  Offering thoughtful tempos and well-paced dynamic and 

textural development, the charisma and energy of the music leaps out of the recording.  Next is 

{ƘƻǎǘŀƪƻǾƛŎƘΩǎ Chamber Symphony in C minor, a dark and moving commentary on the harshness of life under 

Soviet rule.  Demonstrating an enormous color palate as a group, ECCO utilizes ferocious attacks and 

shimmering sustain to provide a glimpse into the terror, fear and melancholy that characterized life under a 

totalitarian regime.  Last on the record is the exuberant and surprising "La Follia" Variations for String 

Orchestra, ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ōȅ 9//hΩǎ ƻǿƴ aƛŎƘƛ ²ƛŀƴŎƪƻ ŀŦǘŜǊ CǊŀƴŎŜǎŎƻ DŜƳƛƴƛŀƴƛΩǎ Concerto Grosso No. 12 in D 

minor.  The New York Times has praised the piece ŦƻǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ άǘŀƪŜƴ ƻƴ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉues, jazzy 

ƘŀǊƳƻƴƛŜǎΣ ǎǳōǘƭŜ ǇŜǊŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǳōŜǊŀƴǘ ǎǘƻƳǇǎΦέ 

 

IŀǊǳƳƛ wƘƻŘŜǎΣ 9//h ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ǿƛƻƭƛƴƛǎǘ ƻŦ ¢Ǌƛƻ /ŀǾŀǘƛƴŀΣ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜǎΥ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ŘŜōǳǘ ŀƭōǳƳ ŎǳƭƳƛƴŀǘŜǎ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

decade of birth, friendship, and discovery and launches us forward into vaster waters.  As we set sail on this 

journey, we are filled with purpose and excitement that we may share our musical voice with the rest of the 
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world." 

 

9//hΩǎ ŘŜōǳǘ ŀƭōǳƳ ƛǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀ /ƘŀƳōŜǊ 

Music Society on January 6th; in Schenectady, NY on January 8th; and in New York City as part of the Music 

Mondays series at Advent Lutheran Church on January 9th.  CƻǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΣ Ǿƛǎƛǘ 9//hΩǎ ƴŜǿƭȅ 

renovated website: www.eastcoastchamberorchestra.com 

 

ECCO IS 

VIOLIN 

Dan Chong / J Freivogel / Meg Freivogel 

Nick Kendall / Jessica Lee / Nelson Lee 

John Marcus / Tai Murray / Ayano Niomiya 

Susie Park / Annaliesa Place / Harumi Rhodes 

Michi Wiancko 

VIOLA 

Maurycy Banaszeck / Jonathan Chu / Beth Guterman 

Melissa Reardon / Jonathan Vinocour 

CELLO 

Na-Young Baek / Efe Balticigil / Denise Djokic 

Tom Kraines / Earl Lee / Priscilla Lee 

Daniel McDonough / Ken Olsen / Raman Ramakrishnan 

BASS 

Nate Farrington / Tom Van Dyck 

 

Repertoire for the East Coast Chamber Orchestra self-titled debut: 

Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1840 - 1893): Serenade for Strings in C Major, Op. 48 

Dmitri Shostakovich (1906 - 1975): Chamber Symphony in C minor, Op. 110a 

(arranged by Rudolf Barshai from String Quartet No. 8, Op. 110)                     

Francesco Geminiani (1687 ς 1762) / Michi Wiancko: "La Follia" Variations for String Orchestra   

(after Concerto Grosso No. 12 in D minor) 

 

ECCO in Concert – January 2012 

January 6th: Philadelphia Chamber Music Society 

January 8th: Union College Concerts in Schenectady, NY 

January 9th: Music Mondays at Advent Lutheran Church, New York City 

 

Contact: 

Rebecca Davis 

Rebecca Davis Public Relations 

347.432.8832 

Rebecca@rebeccadavispr.com  

Liza Prijatel 

Rebecca Davis Public Relations 

917.673.2048 

Liza@rebeccadavispr.com 
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