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Russian Renaissance wins  
University of Michigan's second M-Prize 

 By Martin Slagter 
 May 4, 2017 
 
ANN ARBOR, MI - The quartet of Russian Renaissance captivated the audience and jury on 
Thursday, May 4, inside Hill Auditorium to capture the second M-Prize chamber music 
competition. 
 
Coming out firing behind a ferocious interplay between the strings of a balalaika, performed 
by Ivan Kuznetsov, and domra from Anastasia Zakharova Russian Renaissance executed with 
speed and precision, garnering loud applause following their 25-minute performance. They 
were joined by Aleksandr Tarasov on button accordion and Ivan Vinogradov on balalaika-
contrabasso. 
 
Russian Renaissance competed for the $100,000 grand prize with senior strings division 
winner, the Argus Quartet and senior winds division winner the Donald Sinta Quartet.  
Renaissance debuted in October 2015, performing with world-renowned director Emir 
Kusturica, two-time laureate of the Cannes Film Festival and the No Smoking Orchestra. 
In Russia, the ensemble has performed in Tchaikovsky Concert Hall and Gnesins' Academy 
Concert Hall in Moscow; Yota Space concert hub in St. Petersburg;  and the Youth Theatre in 
Rostov-on-Don. In Serbia, they have performed in the National Theatre of Uzice and the 
Concert Hall of the Russian House in Belgrade. 
 
The group describes their style as bringing together tradition and modernity in unique 
crossover and fusion styles. 
 
The M-Prize competition, hosted by UM's School of Music, Theatre & Dance, received 
attention during its inaugural running last spring for its format and large cash prize offerings, 
with the Calidore String Quartet taking home the $100,000 Grand Prize. 
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In addition to the grand prize, three $20,000 prizes are awarded to winners of three different 
categories of strings, winds and open competition, as well as junior strings and winds 
categories for ages 18 and under. 
 


